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PARISH DIRECTORY

PARISH OFFICE

Father Bernard A. Healey, Pastor........oueuu... 884-4968
pastor@olmparish.org

Father Joshua A. Barrow, Associate Pastor.......884-4968
associate@olmparish.org

Mr. David E. Cote, Business Manager...............884-4968
business@olmschool.org

Mrs. Sandra A. Demers, Admin. Assistant......... 884-4968
parish@olmparish.org

Mr. Paul E. Anderson, Facilities Director........... 884-4968
parish@olmparish.org

St. Patrick’s Cemetery Office..................886-5296
parish@olmparish.org

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Mrs. Michele St. Jean (Grades 1-5).......................884-1061
reled@olmparish.org

Mr. Douglas E. Green (Grades 6-§)........................884-4410
confirmation@olmparish.org

OFFICE OF OUTREACH

Mr. Douglas E. Green, Director ...
outreach@olmparish.org

MUSIC MINISTRY & CHOIRS
Mr. Henri M. St. Louis, Music Director................884-4968
musicministry@olmparish.org

Mrs. Shirley Medici, Youth Choir Directress....884-4968
musicministry@olmparish.org

OLM SCHOOL
Mr. Patrick H, McNabb, School Principal

884-4410

Main Office...... 884-1618
Mr. David Cote, Business Manager
business@olmschool.org...........cccccovvvvveervirennee. 884-1618
Mrs. Bethany Verret, Office Manager & Admissions Coordinator
office@0lmscho0l.0rg........ccovevevveeeeceee e 884-1618
Little Saints & Scholars Program............ccccemeevnn 886-0742

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
DECEMBER 27,2020

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
Mass of Anticipation for the Feast of the Holy Family
4:00PM  Mary Leddy—20th Anniversary
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
7:30 AM  Catherine McKenna—1st Anniversary
9:00AM Gene & Mary Verri—Memorial
10:30AM  John Bucci—Birthday Remembrance
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:30AM  Carolyn Perretta—Memorial
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
Fifth Day in the Octave within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
7:30AM  John Gardner—Memorial
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
Sixth Day in the Octave within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
7:30AM  Teresa M. Romano—Memorial
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31—NEW YEAR’S EVE
Seventh Day in the Octave within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
7:30AM  Souls in Purgatory
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
4:00PM The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1—NEW YEAR’S DAY
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
7:30AM  Carlos & Rose Montini & Paul Amato—Memorial
10:30AM Irene Long—Month’s Mind
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
St. Basil the Great & St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church
8:30AM  Special Intention
Mass of Anticipation for the Epiphany of the Lord
4:00PM  William Hart—Memorial
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 AM  The Parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy
9:00AM Thomas Valenti—Memorial
10:30AM John “Jack” Donnelly—2nd Anniversary
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ChMercy

Dear Parishioners:

"The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great
light,” the words of Isaiah
proclaimed on Christmas Night.
We live in the joy of the
Christmas season, and it has very
little to do with secular
festivities. We rejoice because
Jesus Christ is Emmanuel -
"God with us."”

Christians celebrate
December 25th not as just
another secular holiday but much
more deeply as the Messiah's day
of birth. This birthday, in the
words of St. Leo the Great, is the
birth of life itself. God loved us
so much that He sent us His only
Son to save us.

He loved us enough to
take on our poverty, doubts,
fears, hopes, joys, sufferings,
and failures. He became man to
show men and women how
much God loves them. He was
born for that purpose, lived for
that purpose, and died and rose
again for that purpose.

It's never too late to invite
the Christ Child, the Messiah,
into our hearts, and our homes.
Surely this weary world living in
the darkness of pandemic needs
"the great light" born on
Christmas.

Every household living in
isolation needs the presence of
the Divine Messiah. May God
grant each of us, and those we
love, the gift of welcoming Jesus
Christ into our hearts and homes
this Christmas Season and
throughout the coming new year.

As the great English
Catholic  author, G. K.
Chesterton wrote: "Christmas is
built upon a beautiful and
intentional paradox; that the
birth of the homeless should be
celebrated in every home."

A

CMusings

We give thanks to the
people who make our celebration
of Christmas so very joyous at
OLM. The Church is beautiful
with  its  decorations, the
Christmas music superb, and our
altar servers are outstanding.
Although it was a different
Christmas than we've
experienced before due to the
pandemic, it was indeed a joyful
and faithful Christmas as always
at OLM.

We thank our good
Franciscan Apostolic  Sisters,
Sister Emma and Sister Lourdes,
for their hard work in making
OLM so beautiful at Christmas
with their decorating, cleaning,
polishing, and setting up for the
Masses. Their hard work is done
with humility, gentleness, and
great joy!

We thank Paul Anderson
and our OLM maintenance crew
for ensuring the Church is clean
and safe by hanging wreaths,
stringing lights on trees and so
many other things they do.
During this pandemic, especially
at Christmas, they work doubly
hard, and we are grateful.

We thank our dedicated
Altar Servers for their reverent
service at Christmas Masses. We
are thankful to our Lectors for
boldly proclaiming the good
news of Christmas. We truly
thank our OLM Music Director,
Henri St. Louis, for the beautiful
music of the Feast of Christmas!

It is a blessing to have
such good people dedicate
themselves to our parish! In
your name, | offer deep gratitude
and continued appreciation for
all they do for OLM!

On behalf of Fr. Barrow,
Fr. Connors, Sister Lourdes, and
Sister Emma, | offer our thanks
to the parishioners of Our Lady

©

of Mercy Parish for your faithful
witness and joyful spirit in
celebrating Christmas. We thank
the many kind parishioners who
support our priestly and parish
ministry here at OLM.

Your many well wishes,
greeting cards with warm
sentiments and kind words, and
generous and thoughtful gifts at
Christmas are deeply
appreciated, and we are so very
grateful. May God bless you and
your families, and our parish,
with the continued joy and
happiness of this season.

The New Year of 2021 is
coming soon, so join us on New
Year's Day for the Solemnity of
Mary, the Mother of God.
Attending Holy Mass on New
Year's is the absolute best way to
start the New Year. As the great
Churchman of the 20th Century,
Antonio Cardinal Bacci said:

“Since we are at the
beginning of a new year, it is
especially important for us to ask
God more fervently and
insistently, to  bless the
resolutions which are making for
ourselves and the good wishes,
which we are showering on our
friends. These wishes have no
meaning and these resolutions
have no force, if they are not
accompanied by fervent and
persevering prayer!”

On this Feast of the Holy
Family, may God bless all
families with faith, hope, and
love. Stay safe. Be Well. Do
Good. God Bless. A Happy
Christmas Season and Blessings
for a Happy New Year!

LA
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How Long Does Christmas Last?

When it comes to celebration, festivity, holiday,
and the like, the Church always wants us to know that
there is more. For instance, Christmas day is not really
one day of joy, celebration, and leisure, but eight days.
This means that December 25th is Christmas day;
December 26th is Christmas day, and so on. In Her liturgy,
during the octave, every day is treated the same as on
December 25th. This means that all the prayers are
repeated. | am sure kids would love to know this, since in

their minds that would mean Santa would come eight
times!

The “octave” of Christmas ends on the eighth
day after Christmas, which is January 1st, the Solemnity of
Mary, the Mother of God. The end of the octave is the
capstone which ties together all the different aspects of
the mystery of the Incarnation. Interestingly in the older
tradition Christmas season (or Christmastide) lasted until
the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and the Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd.

The Church has octaves for several historical,
liturgical, philosophical, and spiritual reasons. Historically
the eight days can be traced to Jewish festival customs
(e.g. the circumcision of the Jewish boy was on the eighth
day and this was our Gospel for January 1st). God is said
to have created the universe in six days, rested on the
seventh, and then redeemed the world on the eighth day.
I am fairly sure that all of us would agree that part of
being human is having celebrations, holidays and leisure.
Josef Pieper in his Leisure: the Basis of Culture agrees and
for him “the most festive festival it is possible to celebrate
is divine worship.”

The Church understands human nature. So the
reason why the Church has us celebrate Christmas for at
least eight days is to give us plenty of time to celebrate
and to feast. One day is not enough to celebrate and take
in the great mystery of the Incarnation. It would be like
walking into St. Peter’s Basilica and walking right out. We
need to be like Mary who pondered all these things in her
heart.

Of course if we view the liturgy and the Mass
more as an obligation than as a festive celebration in
which we truly engage in celebration, then the Christmas
Octave will seem inconsequential to us. This idea of the
liturgy is changed both by trying to understand what the
Mass truly is (changing what our mind knows) and also by
removing attachment to sin (changing what our will
desires so that we desire rightly). | hope that all of us can
reorient our minds and desires and live liturgical lives.

((eckin Collection

December 13, 2020
WEEKIY. ..ot $8,296.00

BT e e $4,776.00
Total=$13,072.00

OULICACKH ettt et eee et e e e e e $855.00
Annual Collection (to date)......cccceeeererennnee. $108,328 .00
Retired ReligiOUS.......cvvveververieeee e e $1,610.00
Building & Grounds........ccccceevereveeeeereceeievereeneneen $1,843.00

Weekly for December 15, 2019
WeeKIY...ooeee e, $11,863.00

Thank You for Your Generous Support!

&3

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy
Church in your will or estate.

Parish Office Closed on New Year’s

The OLM Parish Office closes for the
New Year’s Holiday on New Year’s Eve,

Thursday, December 31, 2020 at
NOON and is closed all day on
Friday, January 1, 2021, New Year’s
Day. The office reopens on Monday,
January 4, 2021 at 8:00AM.
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dnd tHe Word became fleth and dwelf among !
Jull of grace anA Frutly
we fave beleld it glory,

y[on/ al of te o;(&/ Son /réw Hie Fatler.
‘ Toln 114

-

Tcda]."s lirargy not only offers us a glimpse into the
life of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph but
also gives us an opportunity to pray for our own fami-
lies.

Although private devotions to the Holy Family go
back to about the seventeenth century, the feast did
not enter the church’s calendar undl 1921,

One of the readings designated for the day comes

from Colossians 3 wherein wives are exhorted to be

subordinate to their husbands, A shortened version of 31 John Henry Newman j’

this Ti::ullnjs_; which omits t!‘]at passage and is more Lﬂ B 801-1890) = :

keeping with our modern idea of a woman’s place in

the family is permitted as an option. Let us, at this season,

approach Him
with awe and love ....
Let us come to the Sanctifier
to be sanctified....

This buelietin cnrert was pvitien by Marson Eapen, o Btargist and musician in the diecese

of Seramton, Pa. 0 2007 Resouree Publications, Inz, 160 E. Virgiwia St #2590,

Sam Jore, CA 95112, (F08) 286-8505. AN rights reserved.
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Mary, Mother of God
THEOTOK 05 3k

Januar}r 1 is New Years Day in our secular life, but
in our liturgical life, it is the solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God.

In the year 431, the Council of Ephesus declared
that the Virgin Mary was Mother of God; in Greek,
Theotokos, “God-bearer.”

Mary was celebrated under this dtle on the fitst of
January until about the eighth century when the day
was changed to mark the circumcision of the Lord.

The reforms of the Vatican IT returned the day to
Mary, Mother of God but kept the Gospel reading
which refers to Jesus’ circumcision.

Thix bisdietine fsert was writien by Marion Eagen, o Stargist and mousician in the diocese
of Seranton, Pa, £ 2002 Rerowrve Pubdicatrons, Inc, 160 E. Virgimia St #2590,
Saw Jose, CA F5T12, (408) 286-8505. Al rightr reserved.

Solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God

Masses at OLM

New Year’s Eve
Thursday,
12.31.2020

Mass at 4:00 pm

New Year's Day
Friday, 1. 1.2021
Mass al 7:30am §

& 10:30am

Family Prayer for a New Year

O God our Father, by the
light of the Holy Spirit, lead
us to be thankful for thr‘ gift
of faith. May we grow |
relationship 1

0 aII we meet.
his in the name of
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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BASLER et | [istening to you | Yﬂ

CHDlngteOver%gerﬂC e | 1S Where we start it
D'r. Kathy L. Basler “ l" i RegFijf;Tss(u“ri?iZS) every ViSit. . &
885-0260 par Hous: EIEIE TR -

Estate Planning Services Accepting new patients

Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

Wills | Trusts | Probate | Medicaid Planning |
Free Consultation

275 West Natick Rd., Suite 500, Warwick, RI 02886

401-286-9992
401-471-6034

-
o OAK —
STREET Doctors for ,
www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com l HEALTH Adults on Medicare - ﬁ-’

Dére Snduiries < RE/MAX

BUYING - GOLD, SILVER & OTHER PRESCIOUS METALS
7 FLAGSHIP
' THE A»""q

L \Ni&s @'IITA

OLD, BROKEN, NEW! f :
Silverware, Jewelry, Serving Trays, Tea/Coffee Sets "', ' f.»‘
or Pieces, Watches, Half Earring Pieces, Etc. ; i

Buyer & Seller of individual coins and collections \l g ‘L}j rtq TEA TN
Call Lee at 401.434.8900 o . Mike and Lee Mita
i i ilabl | i
Evenlng appomtments available at Ol-,ll' ocation or yours : D{MPE{EHHEHEE EI ,24 ..29

— A

Mike: 401-632-7638

www.RIHomesList.com . A01-447-
EAST PROVIDENCE - WARWICK Lee: 401-447-3860

American Wh at’S My Nam e’)
Red Cross
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement ®
Make a Difference in Your Community [EESSSIGCITIERCISINGIESSUITEEIN || ofconge ihieyouwatt
“What's my name?” before entering BT L= .
VO LU NTEER their vehicle to make sure it is the car To all those
they are supposed to enter. Q‘

with the American Red Cross

essential
#WHATSMYNAME workers O
keeping
us safe,

S
C

ORI Ok I EcTee org CYaRminer In Remembrance of Samantha Josephson

oJojigle][feiggloi(ei gl The Music Manor

Music = Leadership iy

Rhode Island 3626 Post Rd., Warwick, R g
Howie Clift - Alumni OLM .

CatholicMatch.com/dateRlI Providing Workshops & Recitals ﬁ

- Music Lessons g_J7 N serviceis
Ma”OfyS Army FOUnda'ﬁon 2 Workshops for &i ./j \) invaluable &
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... } Piano, Voice, Guitar, Violin, Ukulele appreciated.

Iign’t]ust Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS! ﬁ & 401-864-8385 Q }\

www.MallorysArmy.com www.musicmanorri.com
(973) 440-8657 Email: musicmanor.ri@gmail.com

il
ater /2sv
i publishing campany, inc.

info@mallorysarmy.org ° ° Gerry's
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just MuSIC Of HOWIe & Fred _ D\Mﬁ |N l_Lm
send your email address by text message: Music For All Occasions - FETTFTIFT
Text MALLORYSARMY to Private Parties - Weddings - Rehearsal Dinners §
298 to aet startea Cocktail Parties - Corporate Events 40.1 -885-6811 .
) 594 Main St., East Greenwich

' o 401-864-8385 _ BEAG| "Wy
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Since

884-8798
& ELOQUENCE | william J Rlley THORPE'S
o0 117y ll FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS PLUMB WINES & SPIRITS
Fancy Foods 5849 Post Rd. E. Greenwich & HE“TIHE -
Featuring regional specialties from taly, 401-885-9141 “ YO-UI‘FU” Service k
Germ:?[r:ry Oc‘;lgeraat (?l:';ﬁ';% ;Ctzrr‘;'”a‘”a 36 SS Cl(t::‘lg?t/o(;t,)mmons mnl ]aa 1688 ELEGT EVENTS OVEELOOKIN quUOr Store
2832 . County Trail, E. Greenwich 401-284-3333 | oo e TS TR ] Banguet Sales - 401-884-1100 | 609 Main Street « E Greenwich
Preschool & 401-398-8020| T,
0 . ITTLE RED HEN T
f”’ Child Care Center wesson NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN ""‘.':.L J},
f g VWhereevery chid is made c 0" stru L‘tl on DACEY Insurance Agency |  Aces -6+ 67 Yes o Exceiience | SR Ay OF MERCY SCHOOL
&“ﬂ to feel valued & successful Aobimions * RemopeuinG < | Home « Auto - Business - Life Insurance |  Www.LittleRedHenSchool.com Rt
401-885-PLAY (7529) CustoM CABINETRY Michael Dacey I, ]ane Ann Conway, Director w
6 WeeksTo 5 Years Rick Wesson, Lic. #17503 631 Main St., East Greenwich, RI 02818 . ﬁ 401-884-5486
Full Day & Half Day « Summer Programs 225 Middle Road ¢ E. Greenwich, RI mike@daceyinsurance.com > 358 OLD FORGE RD.
www.playgroundprep.com 401-884-0970 www.daceyinsurance.com " EAST GREENWICH, RI O?ﬁ%%%ﬁ%%ggfl
A{ e An assisted living residence CATHOLIC » Co-ED
( alabyini Developed by the Scandinavian Home and Steere GRADES PRE-K THRU 8
Citla ;Ag House Nursing & Rehabilitation Center Act Day PRe-K & K

Skifled Nursing &
whabaitation e
R HABALANLETT AN

Short Term Care &
Rehabilitation Services

easors

EAST GREENWICHWww.theseasons.org « A CareLink Partner

401.884.9099 « Fax 4

Long Term Care

CESARIO
PAVING COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas,
Sidewalks, Seal Goating, Cement &
Landscape Construction, Excavating,

Secured Memory Loss Unit
Hospice Care

860 North Quidnessett Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852

Tel: (401) 884-1802

Diane Gladu, LPN, Admissions Coordinator

Jim Cesario, Owner, RI Reg. 4541 « Est. 1950

739-4372
91 DEERFIELD DR., WARWICK, RI

Loam Delivery, Snow Plowing & Sanding

Rosaries From Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com
(978) 851-9103
Mention this ad and receive
a free key-chain with your order

Retail

COURTESY OF JoHN PONTE FamiLy
GRATEFUL MEMBERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

Wadding Shritations
& SHrlidgy Garids

Log onto
www.jppc.net
conveniently from your
home or office.

Crine Gataday

w

Crine rdring
Orins Rroofing m
All Major Credit 4 ® @ m
Cards Accepted EEEm
L l-_" . .
FREE UPS i,
FRECUN '\ 4 Saint Ellz.abeth _Home
SHIPPING! F Just like family

A non-proficnonsectarian, 501 (¢)(3) charitable
organization and CareLink Partner

4 ~ B
H ILL FUNERAL HOME
Michael E. Caparco, 1928~2017
Betsy M. Caparco Harris, Director
Deborah A. Caparco Runshe
David A. Ucci, Jr.

401-884-9222

FaHOME LOAN

i:.., INVESTMENT BANK"

Mortagage & Home Improvement Lending

W) Suirit Eligalith Home

East Greenwich, RI 02818

www.stelizabethcommunity.org

Auto Lending

=}
T

ComF|ctc Collision Senvice o Fainting
Fred Marsocci » 401-821-4500
405 Washington Street, Covcntrg, Rl

* Short Term Rehab
* Long Term Care

¢ Alzheimer’s Disease
Special Care

One Saint Elizabeth Way

401-471-6060

Distincrive Winpow Desiens
Don Aliri - Usher/St. Mary’
444Budlong Rd,, (ranston, Rl
461-0990
Featuring fulllines of Window Shading, Window Treatments,
Shutters, Draperies, Valences, Bedspreads & Curtains.

NOW CARRYING SUNSETTER AWNINGS

WiamEW PRERUENGE

5 Saint Elizabeth Way e

Before & After School Care « Busing
Parish Tuition Assistance Available

401.884.1618

www.olmschool.org

East Greenwich, Rl 02818
01.884-7439

1500 S. COUNTY TRAIL, ROUTE 2

EAST GREENWICH, RI
s S atson 401-885-0600
MU]@h WWW.WATSONMULCH.COM

PAVERS © NATURAL STONE ¢ BARK MULCH ¢ COBBLESTONE ¢ DECORATIVE STONE
RETAINING WALLS o SCREENED LOAM o STONE VEN EER e BLUESTONE FLAGGING

Fish & Chips Fridays 4pm to 8pm

#5 WALT'S ROAST BEEF

6660 Post Rd., North Kingtown  Call ahead 884-9719

Dr. RoBERT E. MILLER ® DR. STEPHANIE SCHULTZ
COMPLETE FAMILY EYE CARE
CONTACT LENSES ¢ QUALITY EYEWEAR

(401) 884-6066

Fellow American Academy of Optometry
5393 POST RD ¢ EAST GREENWICH, RI

' DELWERYSF.RVICE E|

Ies and service needs?™

We bring the luxury car buying
experience fo you!

)ﬁ“fﬁﬁum
[ “NEWPORT

Mm@ Diriidan aff Priardty As e Gégar

TI33WEST MARM Rk, MIDDLETOW®, I
AM-E1D 3JI3-\'.'| |I"l.| 'iﬂA.MH{WMIET COoMA

BRENTWOOD A
NURSINGHOME L

4000 Post Road, Warwick, Rl « (401) 884 8020
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